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As editors, we also take this opportunity to propose some recommendations for future research. First, we believe that anthropologists should consider the following issues before jumping into the fray of grant writing and new research. What questions regarding AIDS-related behaviors deserve our attention most? Where do our greatest strengths in addressing these questions lie? In other words, we need to decide where and how best to focus our energy.
Sexual contact is the most common route of HIV transmission. There is a definite need for further investigation of heterosexual and homosexual practices and the cultural norms that regulate sexual behavior in general. In this volume, Stall et al. 's paper on singles-bar patrons and Leonard's paper on clients of street prostitutes both contribute to the growing literature on sexuality and the transmission of disease among rarely studied populations at risk for HIV infection. It is important to continue and expand research on such populations, including categories of people who have been found increasingly to be at risk, such as children of IV drug users, adolescents, and women.
Yet we must also avoid the trap of restricting our research to identified highrisk groups, because we are in fact all vulnerable to becoming AIDS victims. Both Stall et al. 's and Marshall et al. 's articles point to the need to study risky behaviors and fears about contracting AIDS within the general population. In the course of such research, we may help redefine the notion of "risk group" and the concept of risk itself. Although the "risk group" idea is useful, in reality all people are at relative risk as a result of particular behaviors-their own or others'. Anthropologists may find it more illuminating to focus on risky behaviors and not on categories of membership, such as homosexual versus heterosexual, male versus female, intravenous drug user versus non-intravenous drug user, etc.
More traditional ethnographic research among diverse cultural and ethnic populations is another critical arena for anthropological attention. We encourage anthropologists who have already studied societies that are particularly vulnerable to the spread of HIV to consider returning to study AIDS within that culture. Ideally, such studies would be placed in the hands of policy makers and would be planned in such a way that the results could be used in developing appropriate preventive programs.
Collaboration is often the key to a robust understanding of the factors influencing behavior surrounding the transmission of HIV and treatment for infected individuals. Four of the seven papers in this volume reflect the combined efforts INTRODUCTION of anthropologists, health professionals, and other researchers, and anthropologists active in the field frequently publish in interdisciplinary journals (e.g., Feldman, Friedman, and Des Jarlais 1987; McCombie 1986; Stall, Coates and Hoff 1988), reinforcing a cooperative dialogue between and across disciplines. The challenge of the AIDS pandemic will be met by sustaining the impetus to increase interdisciplinary and intercultural collaboration.
In the course of putting this volume together, we contacted many anthropologists about their work in AIDS research. The papers presented here represent only a sampling of their explorations of issues surrounding the epidemic.
